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������Tatti's home!" called out little Chayah Mushka as she saw her father's car pull into the driveway. Her sisters and brothers scram-
bled to the door to greet their father. It was not every day that Rabbi Weiss, a busy shliach, made it home in time for supper.  
"Hello, everyone," boomed Rabbi Weiss. Each one of the children received his share of patting, hugging and whirling, and the house filled 
with lots of giggles and squeals.  
     Except for Levi. He hadn't run to the door and didn't join in the fun.  
     "What's wrong, Levi?" questioned his father. "You look like Tishah BeAv and it's only a day after Chanukah! Come, let's have supper 
and you'll tell me what's bothering you afterwards."  
Later, when the younger children were in bed and the house was quiet, Rabbi Weiss sat down with Levi in the living room. Levi didn't 
need much coaxing.  
     "Tatti," he began. "You know, it's not so easy to be the only Lubavitch boy in the class. Sometimes I have to convince the boys to do 
something or explain why I do different things. It's hard to stand up in front of everyone else."  
Rabbi Weiss stroked Levi gently. "I know how you feel. But remember, you're Levi, and Levi is a son of Yaakov. The children of Yaakov 
are strong and trusting, like Yehudah in this week's parshah."  
     Levi smiled and listened as his father explained: "In this week's parshah, Yehudah faces a real challenge. He has to stand up before 
the ruler of Mitzrayim!  
     "Let's see how he does it. The parshah begins: Vayigash eilav Yehudah - 'And Yehudah approached him.'  
"The Midrash tells us that the first step of Vayigash - Yehudah's approach - was that he braced himself. Yehudah probably drew a deep 
breath before he began to speak, but still, he took on the challenge. He knew it wasn't going to be easy, but he was going to do the best 
he could.  
     "Yehudah did not count on himself alone. The word Vayigash also means to approach in Tefillah. Yehudah davened and asked 
HaShem to help him in his mission.  
     "HaShem was watching. He saw how brave and determined Yehudah was, and He listened to his prayers. And then everyone saw how 
Yehudah's approach worked: Yosef revealed himself to his brothers, and the difficult time they were going through finally came to an 
end.  
     "So when you have to confront a difficult situation again, try to do it like Yehudah did. Daven to HaShem and stand up to the chal-
lenge with determination. When we face a challenge with courage and trust, HaShem helps us overcome our difficulties."  

From Please Tell me What the Rebbe Said (Adapted from Sichos Shabbos Parshas Vayigash,Sichos Shabbos Parshas Vayigash,Sichos Shabbos Parshas Vayigash,Sichos Shabbos Parshas Vayigash, 5751) 
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QUESTION: In the Torah portion of Vayigash, Yosef finally reveals himself to the Shevatim. "I am Yosef," he says, "is my father 
still alive?" Yehudah had just told Yosef that Ya’akov Avinu was unwilling to send Benyamin down to mitzrayim, because he was 
afraid that he would die there. He had also just stated that if something would happen to his brother Benyamin in mitzrayim, he was 
afraid that his father might not survive. It is obvious that Yosef knew that Ya’akov was still alive. Even more, we see that Yosef didn't 
even wait for a response, but immediately ordered them to bring their father.  
"Is my father still alive?" was therefore not said as a question, but as an expression of surprise. Yosef was shocked that his father was 
still among the living.  
At the time Ya’akov Avinu was 133 years old, relatively young compared to the how long Avraham Avinu and Yitzchok Avinu lived. 
Why, then, was Yosef so surprised?  
ANSWER: When Ya’akov Avinu heard that Yosef had died, he was constantly mourning for him. For 22 years he suffered terri-
ble grief, "and refused to be consoled." Ya’akov Avinu's pain was simply unbearable. It was therefore surprising to Yosef that his father 
hadn't given in to such terrible suffering. 
Yosef then tells his brothers to "Hurry back to my father." The element of speed was required not only to inform Ya’akov Avinu that 
Yosef had been found alive, but also to bring him to mitzrayim as soon as possible. Every moment that passed without father and son 
being reunited placed Ya’akov in danger for his life.  
Ya’akov Avinu was in mourning for Yosef 22 years. This corresponded to the 22 years Ya’akov did not observe the mitzva of ������
������ because he ran away from his parents house to charan. His 22 years of mourning for his son were a punishment for this 
shortcoming.  
However, at the exact moment the 22 years were up, the decree from shamayim that he be separated from his son no longer existed. Yo-
sef thus urged his brothers to "hurry," for there was no longer any reason to delay "even the blink of an eye."  
We learn from Yosef that it is forbidden to cause even a moment of unnecessary suffering to anyone anywhere, in any situation.  

Taken from L’Chaim Weekly (Adapted from Volume 15 of Likutei Sichos) 
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The Story of Hei Teves The Story of Hei Teves The Story of Hei Teves The Story of Hei Teves ---- Didan Notzach! Didan Notzach! Didan Notzach! Didan Notzach!    
 The Lubavitch Library has a fascinating history. During the Russian Revolution, the Russians confiscated the Rebbe 
Rashab's big Sefarim collection and to this day, it is still in the hands of the Russian government, in the main library in Moscow. 
Several years later the Frierdiker Rebbe began to rebuild the library, buying books throughout Europe and asking his Chassidim for 
donations. When the Frierdiker Rebbe left Poland in 1939 to go to America, his library was confiscated again.  At the end of the 
war, he managed to get some of the books back.  
 About twenty years later, Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky discovered that some of the Frierdiker Rebbe’s library was being kept in 
an institute in Poland.  After 3 years of negotiation the Polish government agreed to release the books. 
 When the Rebbe recovered from his heart attack in 1977, his first visit out of his home was to the Lubavitch Library 
nearby. There he spent many hours looking through the newly returned books and manuscripts. As Rabbi Krinsky remembers, "It 
must have been very pleasing and invigorating for him." Soon after, Agudas Chassidei Chabad began extensive renovations and 
hired new staff to maintain the library and catalogue the books.  
 In the winter of 1985 Lubavitch Library staff noticed valuable books were disappearing from the shelves. Before long, it 
became obvious that some of the rare Kabbalistic and biblical commentaries were missing. They tried to find out who could be 
taking the Sefarim, but were not successful.  Finally they installed a hidden camera.  For several weeks, the camera's videotape 
was blank, then the image of the Rebbe's nephew Barry Gourary appeared, entering the library's basement late at night and leaving 
shortly afterward with a full shopping bag.  
 Barry Gourary was the grandson of the Frierdiker Rebbe, but unfortunately was no longer Lubavitch or even frum.  
When he was asked to return the books, Barry said that his mother and his aunt (Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka) gave him permission 
to take what he wanted from the library and he was going to sell them and get a lot of money.  The Rebbetzin said that it wasn’t 
true and that she hadn’t given him permission.  The directors of the library changed the locks and installed a security system. 
 Barry had already taken about 400 valuable books from the library and sold some of them, making a great deal of money.  
Many people, even Barry’s father, Rabbi Shmaryahu Gourary, begged him to return them nicely but he refused. The Rebbe himself 
asked for the return of the books quickly and amicably. "They belong to the community and ultimately will certainly be restored 
to their rightful owner," he insisted.      
 Everything that Lubavitch tried, even offering Barry money in return for getting the Sefarim back, didn’t work.  He kept 
insisting that the Sefarim were his personal property.  They tried calling him to a Din Torah but he refused to come.  In a situation 
like this, the Rabbanim said that Lubavitch can take him to a government court. Lubavitch told the court that the Sefarim belonged 
to them but Barry claimed that since he was the Frierdiker Rebbe’s only grandson, the library belonged to him. 
 The question that the judge had to decide was this: Does property of the Rebbe belong to his family or to the Chassidim? 
 The court case lasted 23 days.  Every day of the trial, the Rebbe went to the Ohel and Chassidim all over the world 
davenned that Lubavitch should win the case.  The trial was over in March 1986 but the verdict was only given 10 months later, in 
January 1987.  The judge decided that the Sefarim belonged to the Chassidim!!! 
 It was late morning when the exciting news reached Crown Heights. Within a few hours, Chassidim all over the world 
had heard the exciting news: Australia to Brazil, from Yerushalayim to Detroit.  
 The Rebbe spoke about what lesson we can learn from the whole court case.  He said that the court case is showing us 
that we aren’t doing enough to study the sefarim and to spread Yiddishkeit.  He said: "Start by making your own home a place 
where Torah study is increased. So, too, increase prayer and all mitzvahs, beginning with charity and good deeds. All of you will 
accomplish great things for the sake of heaven!"  

(excerpts taken from Shmais.com—the story of 
��	��
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Kids! Fill out the answers to the questions below, and fax it to the  Shluchim Office at (718) 221– 
0985 no later than Wednesday, December 22nd, ���������. We will 	
��  be making a raffle 

from the correct answers and mailing prizes to the winners! 
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Kids! Fill out the answers to the questions below, and fax it to the  Shluchim Office at (718) 221– 0985 
no later than Wednesday, December 22nd, ���������. We will 	
��  be making a raffle from the correct 

answers and mailing prizes to the winners! 
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